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Date: November 13, 2001
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Chair: Michael Connolly
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Radiocommunication and
Broadcasting Regulatory Branch
Industry Canada

Participants: RAC:

Kenneth Oelke RAC President

Dr. Kenneth Pulfer Vice-president, Government artdrhational Affairs
Robert Cooke Regional Director, Ontario South

Rick Lord, P. Eng. Regional Director, Midwest

Industry Canada:

Tom Jones Chief, Authorization, Spectrum Manager@gdrations

Harold Carmichael Program Manager, Certificates Examinations, Quebec Region
Hubert Pambrun District Director, Eastern Ontario

Darius Breau Manager, Operational Policies, Radionanication and Broadcasting
Regulatory Branch

(1) Review and Approval of Agenda

The agenda was approved as written. Radio AmateDawcada (RAC) requested that an
item regarding the Call Sign Data Base and Morske cpalification be added under new
business. Industry Canada requested that an itgandieg amateur participation at
CARAB be added as well.

(2) Acceptance of the April 26, 2001 CARAB meetinninutes

The summary record of the last meeting was apprasedritten.

(3) Status Report by Industry Canada Regarding thé>olicy for Examination of
Disabled Amateur Candidates



At the last CARAB, Industry Canada stated that thag used the information provided
by RAC as the basis for drafting an informatiomitproviding guidance for physicians
that would assist them in making a determinatiotihwespect to an individual’s ability to
take the amateur examination in a standard forlhatJones stated that as a result of a
number of other more pressing amateur relatedatiiés, progress had not been made on
this particular item since the last CARAB meetimglustry Canada agreed, however,
that it was necessary to finalize this informatbutietin and committed to conclude the
item by the end of January 2002. The bulletin ikily be incorporated in an existing
amateur information circular.

(4) Status Report by Industry Canada to Publish Acredited Examiner List on
RAC’s Web Site

In order to assist those who wish to become amaselio operators, a list of accredited
examiners had been provided to RAC by Industry @araand published on RAC’s Web
site. The list is sorted in alphabetical order dyrt/city, province and mailing address,
followed by the name of the examiner. The languEgbe examiner, telephone number
and, if available, alternate telephone number @ rzoted.

Industry Canada indicated that this should notdmstued as a complete list as some
examiners requested their names not be publishetdrantherefore excluded. RAC has
indicated this potential exclusion of some exansraer the Web page, and they also
direct accredited examiners who wish to make madglifons to the list to the Industry
Canada Amateur Radio Service Centre.

(5) Status Report by Industry Canada on the Examingon Generator and Updating
Corrections to the Web Site

Industry Canada reported that the current versidheoexamination generator to be used
by accredited examiners, in order to produce amateerator examinations, was
modified to reflect the comments received as @& last spring and published on the Web
site on November 1, 2001. Industry Canada statzttiie feedback they received to date
regarding this new version has been largely pasitiowever, some problems still
continue to be encountered with respect to cegiaamination questions. As well, for
reasons that currently remain unknown, some examare still experiencing problems

in the printing process. Industry Canada intendsotdinue to address any problems that
are encountered.

RAC stated that it would be beneficial if a unigdentifier was provided with each
examination and answer sheet that is generatddsawduld make tracking specific
examinations easier. As well, they suggested teaaktcould be a central reception point
in Industry Canada for reception of comments camogrthe examination generator and
guestion banks. It appears that several peopleniitidustry Canada were involved, on a
temporary basis, in handling queries concerningetteanination generator and the
guestion banks, and this was causing some confasion how the comments were being



addressed.

Mr. Jones stated that all comments concerningxtaeaation generator should be
forwarded to him, and he would advise those inwletany future action that had or
had not been taken. Errors that have been broadghttistry Canada’s attention
concerning incorrect questions or missing answerdaing corrected as they are
identified.

(6) Status Report Regarding the Possibility of RAQ aking Responsibility for
Maintaining and Updating the Examination Generatorand Amateur Question
Banks

As briefly mentioned at the last CARAB meeting, RA&AQuired if Industry Canada
would be receptive to RAC taking on responsibildg,a contractual basis, for the
maintenance and upgrading of the examination géorema well as the amateur question
banks. Industry Canada stated that they are clyr@oing a feasibility study regarding
the potential for contracting the administrativerkvof the Amateur Service Centre to a
third party; however, at this point in time thedstus just underway, so there is nothing
concrete to report. The initial proposal is to datee the feasibility of bundling all
amateur administrative activities, including itesugh as the examination generator and
guestion bank maintenance, and then selecting @anization to handle this work. At
this point, it is unknown if such a proposal isqtieal, and the work may need to be
separated into several succinct functions, whicki beamore appropriately handled by
different organizations.

Under this alternative approach, contracting RA@tintain, update and deliver the
examination functions would certainly be a posgipiluntil the first proposal has been
investigated more thoroughly, it is not possiblelf@ustry Canada to comment on the
RAC proposal.

(7) Status Report by Industry Canada on the Canadia Wireless and
Telecommunications Association (CWTA) Municipal Afairs Committee and
Follow_up on Discussion of Proposed “Prudent Avoidace Policy,” in Toronto

As discussed at the last CARAB meeting, a repartragssioned by the City of Toronto
has recommended that, as a proactive measure,fRagiency Fields (RFF) emitted by
radio stations in metropolitan Toronto should nateed 1% of the level outlined in
Safety Code 6. The City of Toronto had requestedstry Canada to perform an RFF
measurement study in Toronto and, in the intereftailitating a clearer public
understanding of this technically complex subjeudustry Canada agreed to do so.
Industry Canada has completed the initial studyeneby they performed measurements
to determine the Radiofrequency Fields at approtein®0 different locations randomly
selected in urban areas of Toronto. In all casesetvel of RFF measured was
significantly below the Safety Code 6 limits andhiany cases too low to be measured as
it was below ambient Radio Frequency noise levels.

The Board of Directors of the CWTA have createdmmittee to deal specifically with



municipal issues and to monitor municipal actigtrelated to various antenna siting
policies. They have been working cooperatively it Federation of Canadian
Municipalities (FCM) on basic principles for estahing of a general consultative
process related to the installation of antennasumbructures. These discussions,
however, were put on hold pending the outcome @Gy of Toronto’s Economic
Development Division’s proposed “Prudent Avoidanpeficy. Industry Canada still
believes that the development of mutually acceptahtenna protocols by land-use
authorities and the wireless industry is the best t@ proceed.

Industry Canada stated that they will continueltsely follow developments in this
matter and will consider continued participatiorassociated activities deemed
appropriate.

Status Report by Industry Canada Regarding the Potiy for Examination of
Disabled

(8) Status Report by Industry Canada - Enforcemenbf Regulations

As mentioned at the previous CARAB, RAC has puldisan FAQ (frequently asked
guestions) document on their Web site to assisteurain dealing with enforcement
cases entitledEnforcement of Amateur RegulationsThe document appears to have
been well received within the amateur communityyéweer, RAC feels that situations
still occur where Industry Canada must be preptrdédke appropriate action in order to
correct the problem.

Industry Canada noted that it is the local Indu§taynada office which determines if it is
prepared to apply resources to such investigatibmstefore it is necessary that the
amateur community can visibly demonstrate to tlealltndustry Canada office that
enforcement action is necessary to deal with tlreaguonpliant behaviour and that the
amateur community has done their best to deal thighmatter pro-actively. As workload
tends to be a dynamic variable among the varioce lmdustry Canada offices,
resources may not always be available to deal tvéke types of situations on a
consistent basis across the country. Where it eagemonstrated, however, that flagrant
disregard for regulatory compliance by amateur ajpes has consistently taken place,
Industry Canada is prepared to take the necessarglmnce action.

RAC also inquired if th€ontraventions Adbhad been approved by all provinces and
Territories in Canada thus allowing tickets to $®uied foRadiocommunication Aeind
Radiocommunication Regulati®offenses. Industry Canada replied that to their
knowledge there were still one or two provinced traa not yet ratifie€€ontravention
Actregimes, and they would determine the detailt@efsituation and advise RAC
accordingly.

(9) Status Report by Industry Canada - Reciprocal Qerating Agreements -
Thailand, Hong Kong, Mexico and IARP



Due to representations by RAC, Industry Canadadpadoached the administrations of
Thailand and Hong Kong to determine if they weteri@sted in establishing a reciprocal
operating arrangement with Canada for amateurthelicase of Thailand, their
administration had previously indicated that sustiprocal operating agreements would
require approval through diplomatic channels, artistry Canada is continuing to
pursue this using the formal diplomatic processCRAdicated that such a reciprocal
operating agreement existed between Thailand anUtiited States and that perhaps this
agreement could be used as a reference in orésipedite the process.

Regarding Hong Kong, Industry Canada indicatedttinay had received an acceptance
of our proposal from the Government of Hong Kond #re onus was on Industry
Canada to conclude the procedure. The proposatiently being examined within
Industry Canada and Mr. Jones stated that the $&gaices staff requested some
clarification of the text in the agreement beforegeeding with approval. Hopefully this
would be finalized very shortly.

With respect to Mexico, it was pointed out thatytkencluded a reciprocal operating
arrangement with Canada many years ago when Mexiceded to the Lima
Convention. While Mexico does have a reciprocalrafieg agreement with Canada via
the Lima Convention, it is not a signatory to theel-American Amateur Radio Service
Convention (IARP), which allows permit holders foeoate in signatory countries
without prior authorization. Therefore, until theeMcan administration accedes to the
IARP, Canadian amateurs will require to apply ferrpits to operate in Mexico prior to
their arrival.

It was also noted that at the recent meeting ofritex-American Telecommunication
Commission (CITEL) it was proposed that a procedereleveloped with the European
Radiocommunications Committee (CEPT) for the muteebgnition of amateur radio
operator permits. RAC asked if Canada would supguarh an agreement and if ratified,
would this cause changes to the current situatitnereby RAC has been delegated by
the Minister of Industry to issue CEPT permits #melIARP.

Industry Canada stated that as Canada alreadgipatéis in CEPT T/R 61-01 and has
acceded to the Inter-American Convention on theRARIs proposed agreement
between CEPT and CITEL would be of little conseqeacto Canada. However, Canada
would certainly not oppose such an agreement. Téreresince Canada is already a party
to both reciprocal operating arrangements, our roaitern would be that any
CEPT/CITEL agreement not adversely affect priviiegaerrently held by Canadian
amateurs when operating abroad. Until the admatiste details of such an arrangement
had been finalized, it would be difficult for Indng Canada to comment on how such an
arrangement might affect RAC’s function of issu@®gPT permits for amateurs and the
IARP.

(10) New or Other Business

(a) Participation at CARAB:



Mr. Carmicheal indicated that a concern had beemeonicated to Industry Canada
regarding participation at meetings of CARAB, asdRAC is the organization
representing all Canadian amateurs, RAC must erisateéhe views of all Canadian
amateurs are being represented.

RAC indicated that the current terms of referermce¥ARAB stipulate that the group
should consist of eight members, with equal repred®n from RAC and Industry
Canada. RAC stated that they always strive to enhat the views of all Canadian
amateurs are being represented at the CARAB.

Industry Canada stated that they rely on RAC tonfdate their representations in order
to ensure that they reflect the views of all Caaadimateurs. Industry Canada
encourages the amateur community to unite and \tb&econcerns at venues such as
the CARAB.

(b) Morse Code Qualification:

RAC mentioned that some amateurs expressed coralgons the recent change in the
amateur call sign database where the Morse coddicptzon for all amateurs was
modified to indicate 5 Words Per Minute (W.P.Mghex than 12 and 5 W.P.M. RAC
understands that the purpose of publishing the@maall sign database is to ensure that
amateur operators have a readily available meanergying that those in Canada, with
whom they communicate, are qualified to operatéheramateur frequency bands being
used. They also understand that with the modifbcatid operating privileges which came
into force last spring, the actual code speedrathby amateurs, be it 15, 12 or 5 w.p.m.
is no longer a relevant factor with regard to priésieg privileges for operation in the
amateur bands. However, the fact that Industry Gamnaodified the amateur call sign
database to reflect all amateur code qualificatems w.p.m. Morse code, has
undoubtedly, contributed to the perception by sameateur operators that their existing
amateur certificate qualifications had been redweittl respect to the code speed at
which they had originally demonstrated their abilit

Industry Canada stated that, in retrospect, ingeustandable that the manner in which
the call sign database was modified may have wniately caused confusion and
perhaps may have been perceived by some amateamsisensitivity on Industry
Canada’s part to the amateur community. Industrya@a wanted to ensure RAC that
this was certainly not their intent and they hathed a valuable lesson for handling
future initiatives of this type. In order to addsesich situations quickly, Industry Canada
mentioned that this incident underlines the berméfihaintaining a close working
relationship with a national amateur association.

Recognizing the sensitivity of this matter, IndysDanada stated that, in consultation
with RAC, it recently modified the amateur qualéion information in the call sign
database to indicate simply a "Morse code" qualiion, without any reference to the
actual code speed attained. With this modificatomthe call sign database amateurs will



still be able to verify that those with whom theynamunicate are appropriately qualified.
At the same time this modification should not btenpreted as diminishing the past
accomplishments of amateur operators.

(11) Preparation for the 18th CARAB Meeting - Date,Time and Place

RAC indicated that they will be holding their nddard meeting in April of 2002 and
therefore suggested that this would be a good dppidy to hold the next CARAB
meeting. Industry Canada agreed with this suggestiberefore, the next CARAB
meeting will be held on April 25, 2002 at 9:00)radustry Canada’s Headquarters, in
Ottawa.

(12) Adjournment

Before adjourning the meeting RAC, President Mm Kielke pointed out that he
understood this was to be the final CARAB meetmgMr. Darius Breau of Industry
Canada as Mr. Breau would be retiring from the Fadeublic Service at the end of this
calendar year. On behalf of RAC, Mr. Oelke wantethke this occasion to thank Mr.
Breau for his efforts on behalf of amateurs overghst number of years and wish him
the best in his future endeavours.



